LAWS REGARDING
MULTI-DISCIPLINARY TEAMS

Welfare & Institutions Code 15763: Establishment of Teams
Welfare & Institutions Code 15610.55: Definition of Teams
Welfare & Institutions Code 10850.1:  Confidentiality

Welfare & Institutions Code 15633 :  Confidentiality



WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE - SECTION 15763
MDT - Establishment by Law

15763. (a) Each county shall establish an emergency response adult
protective services program that shall provide in-person response, 24
hours per day, seven days per week, to reports of abuse of an elder or
a dependent adult, for the purpose of providing immediate intake

or intervention, or both, to new reports involving immediate life
threats and to crises in existing cases. The program shall include
policies and procedures to accomplish all of the following:

(1) Provision of case management services that include investigation
of the protection issues, assessment of the person's concerns, needs,
strengths, problems, and limitations, stabilization and linking with
community services, and development of a service
plan to alleviate identified problems utilizing counseling, monitoring,
followup, and reassessment.

(2) Provisions for emergency shelter or in-home protection to
guarantee a safe place for the elder or dependent adult to stay until
the dangers at home can be resolved.

(3) Establishment of multidisciplinary teams to develop interagency
treatment strategies, to ensure maximum coordination with existing
community resources, to ensure maximum access on behalf of elders and
dependent adults, and to avoid duplication of efforts.

(f) Each county shall designate an adult protective services agency to
establish and maintain multidisciplinary teams including, but not
limited to, adult protective services, law enforcement, probation
departments, home health care agencies, hospitals, adult protective
services staff, the public guardian, private community service
agencies, public health agencies, and mental health agencies for the
purpose of providing interagency treatment strategies.



Welfare and Institutions Code
Section 15610.55

Definition of Elder Abuse Multi Disciplinary Team

15610.55. (a) "Multidisciplinary personnel team" means any team of two or more
persons who are trained in the prevention, identification, and treatment of abuse of
elderly or dependent adults and who are qualified to provide a broad range of services
related to abuse of elderly or dependent adults.

(b) A multidisciplinary personnel team may include, but is not limited to, all of the
following:

(1) Psychiatrists, psychologists, or other trained counseling personnel.

(2) Police officers or other law enforcement agents.

(3) Medical personnel with sufficient training to provide health services.

(4) Social workers with experience or training in prevention of abuse of elderly or

dependent adults.
(5) Public guardians.
(6) The local long-term care ombudsman.



WELFARE & INSTITUTIONS CODE 10850.1
MDT - Confidentiality

10850.1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, for purposes of Section 10850,
the activities of a multidisciplinary personnel team engaged in the prevention,
identification, and treatment of child abuse or the abuse of elder or dependent persons
are activities performed in the administration of public social services, and a member
of the team may disclose and exchange any information or writing that also is kept or
maintained in connection with any

program of public social services or otherwise designated as confidential under state
law which he or she reasonably believes is relevant to the prevention, identification, or
treatment of child abuse or the abuse of elder or dependent persons to other members
of the team. All discussions relative to the disclosure or exchange of any such
information or writing during team meetings are confidential and, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, testimony concerning any such discussion is not admissible in
any criminal, civil, or juvenile court proceeding.

As used in this section, "child abuse" has the same meaning as defined in Section
18951. As used in this section, "abuse of elder or dependent persons" has the meaning
given in Section 15610.

As used in this section, "multidisciplinary personnel team' means any team of three
or more persons, as specified in Section 15715 or 18951, the members of which are
trained in the prevention, identification, and treatment of child abuse or the abuse of
elder or dependent persons and are qualified to provide a broad range of services
related to child abuse or the abuse of elder or dependent persons.



CALIFORNIA CODES
WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE
SECTION 15633 - 15633.5

15633.

(a) The reports made pursuant to Sections 15630 and 15631 shall be confidential and may
be disclosed only as provided in subdivision (b). Any violation of the confidentiality
required by this chapter is a misdemeanor punishable by not more than six months in the
county jail, by a fine of five hundred dollars ($500), or by both that fine and imprisonment.

(b) Reports of suspected elder or dependent adult abuse and information contained there
may be disclosed only to the following:

(1) Persons or agencies to whom disclosure of information or the identity of the reporting
party is permitted under Section 15633.5.

(2) (A) Persons who are trained and qualified to serve on multidisciplinary personnel
teams may disclose to one another information and records that are relevant to the
prevention, identification, or treatment of abuse of elderly or dependent persons.
(B) Except as provided in subparagraph (A), any personnel of the multidisciplinary
team or agency that receives information pursuant to this chapter, shall be under
the same obligations and subject to the same confidentiality penalties as the
person disclosing or providing that information. The information obtained shall be
maintained in a manner that ensures the maximum protection of privacy and
confidentiality rights.

© This section shall not be construed to allow disclosure of any reports or records relevant
to the reports of elder or dependent adult abuse if the disclosure would be prohibited by
any other provisions of state or federal law applicable to the reports or records relevant to
the reports of the abuse.

15633.5.

(a) Information relevant to the incident of elder or dependent adult abuse may be given to an
investigator from an adult protective services agency, a local law enforcement agency,
the office of the district attorney, the office of the public guardian, the probate court, the
bureau, or an investigator of the Department of Consumer Affairs, Division of
investigation who is investigating a known or suspected case of elder or dependent adult
abuse.

(b) The identity of any person who reports under this chapter shall be confidential and

disclosed only among the following agencies or persons representing an agency:



(1) An adult protective services agency.

(2) A long-term care ombudsperson program.
(3) A licensing agency.
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(6) The office of the public guardian.

A local law enforcement agency.

The office of the district attorney.

)
)
)
)
)
)
(7) The probate court.
(8) The bureau.

(9) The Department of Consumer Affairs, Division of Investigation.

(10) Counsel representing an adult protective services agency.
(c) The identity of a person who reports under this chapter may also be disclosed under the

following circumstances:

(1) To the district attorney in a criminal prosecution.

(2) When a person reporting waives confidentiality.

(3) By court order.
(d) Notwithstanding subdivisions (a), (b), and (c), any person reporting pursuant to Section

15631 shall not be required to include his or her name in the report.

15633.5 Revised to include District Attorney



