
 

 

 

Reported abuse and neglect: 70,942 estimated 
new incidents substantiated by APS. 
 
Unreported abuse and neglect: 378,982 
estimated new incidents reported by sentinels 
but not reported to APS. 
 
 

Unidentified and unreported new Incidents 
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America is aging at a tremendous rate:  In 2000, the U.S. Census Bureau counted 281.4 million people in the 
United States. Of this number; 35 million, or one out of every eight people were age 65 and over.1  Since 1900, 
the over 65 population has doubled three times.2  10,000 people in the U.S. turn 65 every day—this will 
continue for 20 years.³  By 2050, over 20% of Americans will be over 65 years of age.   
 The fastest growing segment of American’s population is those 85 and up.4  During the twentieth 
century, the population of oldest-old Americans (those age 85 and older) grew from 100,000 to 4.2 million.5   
 The United States Census Bureau projects that California's elderly population will nearly double within 
the next 20 years - from 3.7 million to more than 6.4 million.  
 

Elder Abuse: a growing, yet hidden problem:  Elder mistreatment is defined as intentional actions that cause 
harm or create a serious risk of harm (whether or not harm is intended) to a vulnerable elder by a caregiver or 
other person who stands in a trust relationship to the elder. This includes failure by a caregiver to satisfy the 
elder’s basic needs or to protect the elder from harm.6  

Studies show that between 2 and 11% of the nation’s older adult population experiences abuse, 
neglect, financial exploitation or self-neglect each year (numbers vary according to the type of abuse 
perpetrated).6,7  Adult Protective Services agencies investigated 461,135 reports of abuse in 2004, representing 
a 15.6% increase since the previous national survey in 2000.8   
 

Research indicates that officially reported cases are just the tip of the iceberg.  For every report of elder 
mistreatment that is made to Adult Protective Services, it is estimated that at least five cases go 
unreported.9 In California, the California Attorney General’s Office estimates that 200,000 seniors and 
dependent adults (people 18-64 years old who have a disability that makes them vulnerable) are abused in 
our state every year.   
 

Dementia and elder abuse: Research indicates that people with dementia are at greater risk of elder abuse 
than those without.1⁰ 11   Approximately 5.1 million Americans over 65 have some kind of dementia.  Close to 
half of all people over 85, the fastest growing segment of our population have Alzheimer’s disease or another 
kind of dementia.  By 2025, most states are expected to see an increase in Alzheimer prevalence.1² 
One 2009 study revealed that close to 50% of people with dementia experience some kind of abuse.1³  



 

 

Those Who Are Abused:  Female elders are abused at a higher rate than males. The older you are, the more likely 
it is that you will be abused.1⁴ 
 

Those Who Abuse:  The vast majority of abusers are family members (approximately 90%), most often adult 
children, spouses/partners and others.1⁵ Family members who abuse drugs or alcohol, who have a 
mental/emotional illness, and who feel burdened by their caregiving responsibilities abuse at higher rates than 
those who do not.1⁶ 
 

Mistreatment in Nursing Homes and other Long Term Care Facilities:  Over 2.8 million older Americans live in 
the nation’s 64,000 licensed care facilities.1⁷   

An estimated 10% of the complaints or about 20,000 complaints received by the Long Term Care 
Ombudsmen during fiscal year 1998 involved allegations of abuse, gross neglect, or exploitation.1⁸ A study 
conducted by the U.S. General Accountability Office in May 2008 revealed that state surveys understate problems 
in licensed facilities: 70% of state surveys miss at least one deficiency and 15% of surveys miss actual harm and 
immediate jeopardy of a nursing home resident.1⁹ 

In 1998, the United States General Accounting Office reported that one in three California nursing 
homes was cited for serious or potentially life-threatening care problems.  
 

Impact of Elder Mistreatment:  Victims of elder abuse are known to experience depression, anxiety and other 
mental health issues.  Elders who experienced mistreatment, even modest mistreatment, had a 300% higher risk 
of death when compared to those who had not been mistreated.² ⁰  Elder financial abuse costs older Americans 
more than $2.6 billion per year.²1  
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