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Casa de Esperanza’s Philosophy

Our starting point in supporting Latinas and our
communities is their strength; we assist them to
recognize their strengths, build on them and reach
their goals.

Effective responses to domestic violence are shaped
by the lived realities of Latinas and facilitate support
systems “where they live.”

It is the community that will end domestic violence,
not Casa de Esperanza or any other system or
organization.

Latin@s in the United States

Approximately 50.5 million Latin@s living in the
U.S. (16.3% population) (2010 U.S. Census)

Heterogeneous group embracing varied
histories, socio-economic backgrounds, and
cultural and linguistic subtleties from 22
countries of origin

Approximately 40% of Latin@s in U.S. are
foreign born; 60% were born in the U.S.

Many families have mixed levels of acculturation
and English language proficiency
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Barriers to Seeking Help

» Lack of knowledge and misinformation about the
U.S. legal system

» Fears of the Police and Judicial System, of
Deportation, of social services and child welfare
or adult protective services agencies, etc..

+ Linguistic and Cultural barriers

« Economic challenges

* |solation from family and community
 Anti-immigrant sentiment/Racism

» Others...

Heightened Risk Factors

* Increased risk for elder abuse is generally
associated with higher levels of physical,
economic, and emotional dependence

» Census data reveals a much higher level of
dependency among Hispanic older adults

* percentage of Hispanic older adults Iivin? with other
relatives is about twice that of the total older population

* In particular, foreign-born Latino/Latina elders can be
highly dependent on relatives because of economic
and cultural factors, including lack of access to social
Eecqrity or other pensions, as well as language

arriers
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Language Access Issues

» Ensuring “Meaningful Access” to those with
Limited English Proficiency (LEP) is required
under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act

* Recipients of Federal funds are not allowed to
discriminate based on race, color, or national
origin

* Protection against national origin discrimination
includes persons with limited English proficiency
(Executive Order 13166, Aug. 2000)

What about Culture?

Multidimensional and dynamic

Each culture, while confronting numerous
challenges, also has multiple strengths

Cultural groups often lend vital support
and aid to group members, enabling
individuals to experience a sense of
coherence and belonging

“One size” does not fit all in service
provision
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Galaxy of an Individual

Co‘/l’r . .
S Service Agencies

ights
Hum°“ R9 Tapestri, Inc., 2002

Cultural Lens

» Cultural context gives Latinas a “cultural lens” through
which they see the world.

* The lens informs their successes, challenges, goals, and
needs.

» Often placing priority on family, community, and
religion, the lens affects how Latinas understand their
personal situations and make decisions.

* Cultural context and lens often shape the type of
support, advocacy, and services that a Latina seeks as
well as the choices that she makes.

» Cultural strengths, such as familismo, colectivismo, and
respect for elders must be harnessed as protective
factors in prevention and intervention programs aimed at
eliminating elder abuse in Latino communities
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» Encourage the development of coordinated community
responses at the local level that include the voices and
participation of ethnically diverse communities and other
underserved populations.

> Engage all community stakeholders, including faith-based
organizations and culturally and linguistically specific
community based organizations, since Latino/Latina elder
victims of abuse are more likely to trust and seek help from
these institutions first and find them more accessible. Offer
training and technical assistance to assist these diverse
stakeholder groups.

» Ensure that federal financial resources intended to support
community outreach and prevention initiatives, as well as
services and training are also targeted to reach ethnically
diverse communities and the community-based or culturally
and linguistically specific organizations experienced in
effectively working with these populations.

» Ensure that programs such as Adult Protective
Services, Meals on Wheels, domestic violence
shelters and transitional housing programs, and
other such federally-funded programs that have
been deemed critical for life or safety, continue to
be accessible to all in need of such services
regardless of immigration status, and that service
providers are in compliance

> Support culturally and linguistically competent
research on elder abuse Issues, focused on the
Latin@ population and other racial and ethnically
diverse communities
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